
 Matthew 24: 37-44 

Jesus said to his disciples: “As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of
Man.  In those days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage,
up to the day that Noah entered the ark.  They did not know until the flood came and carried them all
away.

So will it be also at the coming of the Son of Man.  Two men will be out in the field; one will be taken,
and one will be left.  Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken, and one will be left.
Therefore, stay awake!  For you do not know on which day your Lord will come.  Be sure of this: if the
aster of the house had known the hour of night when the thief was coming, he would have stayed
awake and not let his house be broken into.  So too, you also must be prepared, for at an hour you do
not expect, the Son of Man will come.” 

  

Background:  The first Sunday of Advent is the beginning of the new three-year liturgical cycle –
Cycle C, where the majority of Ordinary Sunday readings are from the Gospel of St. Matthew, the
Apostle.  Matthew is depict as a former tax collector, but that is the wrong impression.  Matthew is not
an ordinary tax collector; he is an Equite, a high official of the Roman tax collecting authority known
as the Equestrian Order of Romans.  They are the richest class of Romans.  The capitalists.  The Equites
sell the privilege of collecting taxes to other prominent men in their province, the so-called publicans,
or chief tax collectors.  The publicans sell the privilege to ordinary tax collectors.  The dinner Jesus
attends at Matthew’s house is not with ordinary tax collectors; rather with the publicans who work for
Matthew.  Matthew is an Essene.  The Jews call him Levi (Heb., “dubious”), a nickname that means
untrustworthy.         

  

Be On The Alert:  His given name is Matthew.  He is the son of Alphaeus by a former marriage and
the nephew of St. Joseph.  Alphaeus and Joseph are brothers.  Alphaeus remarries Our Lady’s niece,
Mary  Cleophas,  the  daughter  of  her  eldest  sister  Mary  Heli  and  Cleophas.   Alphaeus  and  Mary
Cleophas are parents to three future apostles: James the Lesser, Simon and Jude (Thaddaeus).  They are
Matthew’s step brothers.  It is fitting that Matthew writes Jesus’ birth and infancy narrative.  He traces
His ancestry on Joseph’s side.  Luke traces it from Mary’s side.  The first week of Advent is always
about preparedness for the Second Coming.  Be on the alert.  There is an astronomical sign, which is
mentioned in the Book of Revelation 12, that occurs in 2017.  It is referred to as The Great Sign.   It is a
concurrence of constellations, planets and stars unlike anything ever foretold, except for the Star of
Bethlehem. 

  

  

  

  


